Concerning PHEA2008, MEDES is not preparing any proposal up to now but our institute would be interested to integrate a consortium as a partner. 

We are especially interested to contribute to projects under the line "3.2.1.6. Adaptation to climate change and the consequences on human health". 

Within our activities, we have indeed developed an innovative tool for generating information systems for data collection applications. This tool is a graphical development framework that enables to quickly develop and deploy any type of data collection application for epidemiology for any type of surveillance network. Thanks to graphical modeling tools, the user without any specific background in computer sciences can model the data collection forms, the actors and the links between the forms or the data. The applications are then automatically generated just by clicking on a menu item. The generated applications include: web applications and applications for PC, PDA or SmartPhones that can work both in connected and disconnected mode. The high added value of the solution lies in the high flexibility that it offers: a data collection application can be created, remotely installed and, if needed, updated in less than a few hours. 

This tool has namely been developed in the frame of a project of the European Space Agency - project SAFE (SAtellites for Epidemiology)  (http://www.medes.fr/safe). It is under evaluation by WHO. They find it very interesting and we are discussing with them the possibility to publish as open source part of the solution. Finally this tool is currently used to set up an electronic surveillance network of tuberculosis in Georgia (in collaboration with the national TB center). Finally the tool can be also offer GIS functionalities. 

As a subsidiary of CNES, the French Space Agency, we are also implied in projects allowing to exploit earth observation tools to better predict vector-borne diseases.  (http://www.cnes.fr/web/4575-le-suivi-des-epidemies-par-satellites.php). 

For further information on MEDES and our activities in epidemiology, please see our web site at http://www.medes.fr (Section Telemedecine and then tele-epidémiology).

If you think somebody could be interested by our profile, please do not hesitate to contact me at +335 34 31 96 03 for further information. 
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