Executive summary 

The project “Unintended pregnancy and contraceptive use in Southern Europe” aims to increase knowledge on the factors that may explain unintended pregnancy in Southern European countries – Portugal, Spain, France and Italy – in which there is an relatively easy access to contraceptives and services and,  based on this, the project wishes to contribute to improve health professional’s skills on contraceptive counselling and education. 

Thus, we consider that project fits the three general objectives of the Public Health Programme indicated in Art. 2, No.2 of the Decision No. 1786/ 2002/EC of 23 September 2002 and, specifically fits the  item 2.1.3.2. of the work plan for 2007 (2007/102/EC) on what concerns HIV/AIDS and sexual and reproductive health activities.

The project will combine: 

· a research component – a quantitative and qualitative research with women that had an unintended pregnancy which results will be discussed in an international experts seminar 

· a training component that will include national seminars for health professionals and the production of a training handbook and a Guidelines on Contraceptive Counselling 

· and an health education component which include the design of a booklet directed to women and a plan for further national activities to disseminate this health education material.

The expected outcomes will be used to refine strategies on health policies, programmes and activities in view to decrease unintended pregnancies and abortion in Southern Europe and in other countries of the EU 
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