



LOOKING FOR PARTNERS:
MONITORING AND EVALUATING HIV TESTING IN EUROPE 

(MONEHT-EU PROJECT)

Background: 
The earlier  diagnosis of HIV improves the prognosis of the patient and diminish the number of secondary infections In Europe late HIV diagnosis have been estimated between 20 and 45 %, meaning that there is and important HIV transmission in the population which could be prevented just increasing the demand and the  access to HIV diagnosis.. New and creative strategies to deliver HIV testing to core and vulnerable populations are crucial to increase the percentage of infected persons who knows their serostatus and link them to medical services. 

HIV diagnosis policies vary across countries accordin6g to the characteristics of the health system and the existence of community based and outreach services and programs.  Some countries have developed community based VCT programs and services and a few of them have introduced rapid testing techniques.  Nevertheless only a few, have systematized indicators to monitorize testing and the impact of these services in their communities. Moreover, users of testing and counseling services provide an unique opportunity to study the determinants for testing seeking behavior, impact of HIV diagnosis on sexual behavior and to assess the effectiveness of different the approaches for counseling and testing. 

Purpose: 

We propose to describe the existing information on policy, as well as  to identify a network of community based VCT services where  to study the determinants associated to test seeking behavior, the acceptability and feasibility of rapid testing in different populations and services and the impact of these technologies in the number of HIV tests performed.

Principal objectives: 

1. To describe the current HIV diagnosis policies in Europe,

2. To identify a core group of indicators to be used across countries to monitorize HIV diagnosis (activity, coverage, frequency, diagnosis delay, ...) across countries, 
3. To assess the acceptability and feasibility of introducing rapid testing in Primary Health Care and, community-based Voluntary Counseling and Testing (VCT) services. 
4. To create a network of community-based Voluntary Counseling and Testing (VCT) sites, where HIV testing and diagnosis related applied research could be performed, such us : 

Identify determinants of test seeking behavior
Assess the impact of rapid testing techniques, 

Assess the effectiveness of different counseling approaches, 
Assess the impact of HIV diagnosis on sexual behavior,

Identify determinants for high risk sexual behavior
…

Related topics: 
· HIV/STI surveillance
· microbiological reporting systems 
· microbiology laboratories networks
· point of care services
· STI clinics
· community based counseling and testing services
· longitudinal studies among vulnerable populations
· services and outreach programs offering rapid testing
· health seeking behavior studies
· . . .
Outputs of the project: 

· Three annual meetings to promote HIV testing and in particular the implementation of community-based counseling and testing services, 

· A report updating the testing policies in Europe and proposing a core group of indicators to monitorize HIV diagnosis in Europe
· A Guideline to implement and evaluate community based voluntary counseling and testing and counseling (VCT)services,

· Scientific articles answering HIV diagnosis related research questions 

Partners: 

· CEEISCAT, Badalona (Catalonia, Spain)(Project leader)
· Hispanosida/Projecte dels Noms, Barcelona (Catalonia, Spain)

· AIDES Montpellier, Burdeaux, Paris. Lile (France)

· . . .

Study period:
2010-2013 

Which partners are we looking for? 
Objectives 1 and 2:  
Governmental AIDS Programs, Surveillance Departments, Monitoring and Evaluation Units or academic organizations who are routinely collecting or have access to HIV diagnosis data (laboratory activity, coverage among specific populations,…) at national or regional level. 

Objective 3: 
Primary Health Care scientific societies or providers with access to primary health care networks where to implement a mailed survey

Objective 4:
Governmental, non-governmental (NGOs) or private organizations who are directly running HIV Voluntary Counseling and Testing services through community-based sites or outreach programs.
Which tasks will the partners be asked to perform?
Associated partners: participate in the study design, coordinate data collection at the country level, participate in meetings, facilitate contacts necessary for the implementation of the project, participate in the writing of reports and scientific articles. Assume the responsibility of one of the work packages of the project. Associated partners are entitle of receiving funds, but they are also supposed to contribute with 40 % of the resources needed for the corresponding work package (including personal). 
Collaborative partners: participate in the study design, collecting data at the country or regional level, participate in meetings, facilitate contacts necessary for the implementation of the project, participate in the writing of reports and scientific articles. 

Type of funding: Call for proposal for projects
Deadline : May 20th 2009 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE A PARTNER OF THE MONHET-EU PROJECT, PLEASE ANSWERE THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS : 
(please, answer before March 30th)

	Email
	[image: image1.wmf]

[image: image2.png]




	Confirm email
	[image: image3.wmf]

[image: image4.png]




	Preferred format for emails:
[image: image5.wmf]Text [image: image6.wmf]HTML

	Title
	[image: image7.wmf]



	First Name
	[image: image8.wmf]

[image: image9.png]




	Family Name
	[image: image10.wmf]

[image: image11.png]




	Organisation
	[image: image12.wmf]

[image: image13.png]




	Web Site
	[image: image14.wmf]



	Address 1
	[image: image15.wmf]



	Address 2
	[image: image16.wmf]



	Town
	[image: image17.wmf]



	ZIP Code
	[image: image18.wmf]



	Phone
	[image: image19.wmf]



	Fax
	[image: image20.wmf]



	Country
	[image: image21.wmf]




Please, write a short paragraph describing the objectives and activities of your organization (specify populations served): 

Also, indicate us the size of your institution (number of persons engaged) and a short description of the key staff at all levels (description of competence of researchers, administrative support, financial department, etc.)
Would you like to be an associated partner or a collaborative partner? A

associated partner      _____ 

collaborative partner _____

With which of the four objectives do you think could you contribute? 
1 ____   2 ____  3 ____  4_____

If you want to collaborate in objective 4, do you have follow-up of users?
If not could you implement follow-up of users? 
Comments: 

Many thanks 

Address for correspondence: 

Jordi Casabona

CEEISCAT

HOSPITAL DE CAN RUTI

Crta. del canyet s/n 08916 Badalona, Catalonia (Spain)

(34) 934978890

jcb.ceescat.germanstrias@gencat.cat 

_1299068761.unknown

_1299068763.unknown

_1299068764.unknown

_1299068762.unknown

_1299068757.unknown

_1299068759.unknown

_1299068760.unknown

_1299068758.unknown

_1299068753.unknown

_1299068755.unknown

_1299068756.unknown

_1299068754.unknown

_1299068751.unknown

_1299068752.unknown

_1299068750.unknown

_1299068749.unknown

